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ment, however1, refused to support Fitzwilliam, repudiated
his policy, and recalled him.

The effect on Ireland was disastrous.    Convinced now

that nothing would be done to redress their grievances, the

Irish turned to treason, and the " United Irishmen " began

At- secret negotiations with the French. In 1796 the Revolution-

* p?ench ary government sent an armed force of 15,000 to invade the

Ia<i79*1 country, which attempted a landing in Bantry Bay, but

failed.

Disorders broke out especially in Ulster, and led to
atrocities on both sides. Consequently in 1797 Pitt ordered
the " disarming of Ulster ". This was carried out by soldiers;
and some Welsh and German troops sent into the country
bullied and even tortured the people on the pretext of search-
ing for arms. *

Such methods produced their natural results.   The Irish

Rebellion rose in open rebellion.   The avowed objects of the leaders

ot 1798 were to secure Catholic emancipation and Parliamentary

reform.     The peasants joined because they wished for

abolition of tithe.   Many Irishmen too now believed that

their country could prosper only if she broke away altogether

from England and got rid of the commercial burden on her

prosperity.   They hoped that the French would send them

aid.

The rebellion failed utterly. The British government had
known of the plot, and on the eve of the outbreak arrested
the leaders, the best known of whom was Lord Edward
FitzGerald.1 The French help was not forthcoming, for
Napoleon, who had thought of invading Ireland, had already

1 Lord Edward FitzGerald was one of the seventeen children of the first Duke
of Leinster. He served in the American War of Independence and was severely
wounded, his life only being saved by a negro, who afterwards became his
devoted servant. Subsequently FitzGerald was in Paris during part of the
Revolution, attended the debates of the Convention Assembly, and was imbued
with revolutionary ideas. He joined the United Irishmen on his return, and
was one of the organizers of the Rebellion. A price was put on his head by
the Government, and through treachery he was seized in a feather-dealer's
house in Dublin. He killed one of his captors, but was himself severely wounded,
and died shortly afterwards in prison.